Running Head: ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY
ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY

4

Role of Technology Concerning Freedom of Speech and World Peace
Name
Institution
Role of Technology Concerning Freedom of Speech and World Peace

Technology is the primary reason for the unprecedented rise in violence against journalists (Fassin, 2015). Without it, the number of cases of violence against journalists would not have been as high as they are currently. There is also a relationship between technology, journalism, and freedom of speech and world peace. The journalists may either be gagged by for instance governments, thereby limiting their freedom of speech. Since the emergence of technology, a series of different media have come up to spread information, with journalists continually being in danger since they are the ones who collect and present information.
Currently, anyone can post anything on the internet, and the information that is published may be inaccurate at times due to the transformation by the internet in the gathering and dissemination of news to the global audience. In some instances, the expression of ideas and criteria by journalists may challenge the principles of the Eastern cultures leading to a clash between beliefs hence hampering peace (Fassin, 2015). Furthermore, some groups that also use the internet are labeled as violent because of the activities that they do. Most of the information found on the internet concerning these groups was written by journalists, which puts them on the spot as the groups generalize that all journalists are a threat to their activities. That has led to many journalists being kidnapped, and the groups ask for huge ransoms. In some instances, the journalists may even be killed because they wrote some stories on the internet concerning things like drug trafficking or money laundering activities. That shows that journalists are violence victims due to the impact the stories that they did.

Due to technology, different violent groups like ISIS in Syria depend on the internet to communicate to the world (Fassin, 2015). Because they can pass information on their own, they see journalists as dispensable and only come of help when they want to use them as props or hostages in videos that portray staged execution. Therefore, when a journalist visits such areas and identifies themselves either through their labeled flak jackets or by word of mouth that they are journalists, then they become a target for the groups and may be kidnapped.

Technology has also led to more freelance journalists being at risk because they mostly work without institutional support. They focus on gathering information then selling it to media or they post to their online channels. Most of the journalists are not killed while covering war stories but face their deaths in their home countries while covering sensitive stories (Fassin, 2015). For example, the attack on Charlie Hebdo that took place in France and not Mexico or Syria. 
The internet is a robust technology because it is both an instrument of liberation and a tool for oppression. It is a tool of oppression in the sense that it enables censorship and surveillance against journalists who publish the different stories to the world. That ability to monitor the journalists who speak the truth is very appealing to the people in power because they may not want some stories to be known by the world.

The UDHR adopted by the UN in 1948 assured of the right and commitment to seek and find information in spite of borders (Fassin, 2015). However, that may not apply in all the countries across the globe since every region has the way it perceives freedom, it is not common worldwide. Hence, that dilemma needs to be solved. The ideas of the western with regards to freedom of expression may be in direct conflict with the traditional societies and the 19th-century philosophies of independence (Fassin, 2015).
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